Introduction to Being Born of God
“Born of God.” This phrase brings to mind wonderful things: cleansing, forgiveness,
renewal, hope, acceptance, fellowship, love, and salvation itself. This is intentional, since God
knows that your soul truly hungers for all of these things.
We have all been born of humankind, and most of us have become disappointed and
disillusioned with this birth. It is not just what we have been born into that has caused this, but
also what we ourselves have done to our own innocence. The world is filled with sin and all the
consequences of sin, but our own “world”—the sphere of our individual lives—has also been
corrupted with our sin. Being born of God provides the redemption that we have been seeking.
Our new birth in God through Christ gives us more than just forgiveness of our sins; it also
makes it possible for us to have communion with God Himself.
But how is a person born of God (or, “born again”)? And when does this happen? The
concept of one’s spiritual rebirth, as well as the occasion of that rebirth, is straightforward and
uncomplicated: you die to your old life, and you are born into a new life with God. In being
born of God, you become identified with God. In this process, you “die” to sin and walk in
newness of life with Christ. Simply put, being born of God is the process by which you are
made a Christian. A Christian is one who is “in Christ,” having been spiritually enlightened,
saved by grace, made a partaker of the Holy Spirit, and “tasted the good word of God” (cf.
Hebrews 6:4). He or she is, indeed, a child of God. One who is not born of God, however, has
not yet become a Christian and remains a captive of “the corruption that is in this world” (cf.
2 Peter 1:4).
The method of becoming a child of God is extremely important to Him; therefore it must
also be extremely important to you. But because it is so important to Him, you can be sure that
His revealed instruction on the matter is very clear and not left to subjective opinions, including
yours or mine. A subject so crucial to our salvation cannot possibly be ambiguous or open to
various interpretations—all of which are presumed to be equally valid. It is impossible for us to
teach divergent and contradictory methods of being born of God and yet somehow all end up “in
Christ” as legitimate children of God.
So then, where are you personally in all of this? Have you been born of God—and if so,
how and when did this happen? My purpose for asking is not to question your sincerity, for I
already assume you are sincere. I cannot imagine someone reading a book like this who believes
that he is insincere. But no one is saved or justified by God based upon sincerity alone. God has
provided the plan for how and when to be born of Him; your responsibility is to conform to this
plan to the very best of your ability. What we will cover from here forward may or may not
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support what you did, but it will provide biblical information on what a person must do in order
to be born of God.
The proposition of this book is that the New Testament teaches that we cannot be born
of God—that is, we cannot become Christians—apart from being baptized into Christ.
Baptism marks the occasion of one’s conversion to Christ; it symbolizes the death and new birth
of the soul that comes to God. Baptism is not a mere ceremonial rite performed after one’s
conversion to Christ; it is a critical necessity of that conversion. Even if you have already been
baptized into Christ, you would do well to broaden your understanding of this subject. Since
everything about your fellowship with God depends upon your having been born of Him, this
experience ought to have a profound effect on that fellowship.
Yet, despite all that the New Testament has to say on this—which is more than many
people realize—baptism remains at the center of religious controversy. In fact, it is not an
exaggeration to say that water baptism is perhaps one of the most misunderstood,
misrepresented, and divisive subjects in the religious world today. Strong disagreement over
how to become a Christian creates a fundamental division among believers. This division
prevents us from going forward with any other religious dialogue: if we cannot agree on how to
be born of God, then we cannot resolve disagreements beyond this step. Instead, we are divided
over whether everyone who claims to be born of God really is born of Him.
The controversy over baptism largely centers around three major topics: the role of
baptism in conversion; whether or not baptism is essential to salvation; and then who can be
baptized. Every self-proclaimed Christian religion seems to have its own version of teaching on
baptism. Hardly any of these religions are passive on the subject: either you accept its view on
baptism, or you cannot be a part of that religion. In some cases, water baptism is a prerequisite
for membership in a congregation apart from its connection to one’s “born again” experience.
Adding to the controversy over baptism is the fact that not everyone is on the same page
as to what the word actually means. In the Bible, “baptism” is a word transliterated (rather than
translated) from the original Greek text in which the New Testament was written. The word that
the New Testament writers used, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, is the exact same word which
we have adopted into our English language today. In order to understand what the apostles
meant, we have to appeal to the words they used in the language and context that they wrote.
We cannot give contemporary meanings to ancient words and come up with an accurate
representation of what was originally meant. Thus, whatever “baptism” meant to those who
wrote it by inspiration of the Holy Spirit is precisely what it must mean to us who (allegedly)
practice it.
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In the original (Koine) Greek of the New Testament, “baptism” always meant the same
thing: immersion in (something); a whelming (of water, trials, etc.); to make fully wet;
specifically, immersion in water as a religious rite as commanded by Christ and His apostles.
Baptism never meant pouring or sprinkling; none of the examples of baptism in the New
Testament support such interpretations. Pouring of water was introduced centuries after the
church began in order to accommodate those on their deathbeds who wanted to be baptized but
were deemed too sick or frail to do so. Sprinkling of water likely was adopted from the ancient
practice of sprinkling blood as a means of consecration (as in Exodus 24:8, Hebrews 9:19-22).
We will assume that these methods came about with the best of intentions, but having the best of
intentions is not interchangeable with obedience to the command. Uzzah had the best of
intentions when he put out his hand to steady the ark of the covenant during its transport to
Jerusalem, yet God struck him dead for irreverence (1 Samuel 6:3-8). Naaman also had the best
of intentions when he expected Elisha to perform some great ceremony in order to heal his
leprosy, yet he never would have been cleansed until he did what the prophet told him to do—
namely, dip himself seven times in the Jordan River (2 Kings 5:1-14). And Apollos had the best
of intentions in preaching his limited knowledge of Jesus that he learned through John the
Baptist, yet when he was confronted with a fuller understanding of this message he was obligated
to preach this instead (Acts 18:24-28). Obedience to God’s commands has always been more
important than one’s feelings or intentions.
Likewise, there are many people today who—with the best of intentions—believe that
they have been born of God and thus saved through a means that God never revealed, the
apostles never taught, and the early church never practiced. These people may support the
practice of baptism itself, but they believe it is something to be taken care of after one’s
conversion, not an essential part of conversion. This reduces baptism to a mere ceremonial act
rather than a necessary requirement of those who wish to be born of God.
It is true that baptism is rich with symbolism; it is not true that, because it is symbolic, it
is therefore optional, expendable, or something other than an act of obedience to God. Baptism
emulates Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. But He actually died, whereas the believer’s
death is symbolic; He actually rose from His actual death, whereas the believer is raised in a
spiritual context; and so on. Nonetheless, if Christ (through His Word) commands a person who
believes in Him to be baptized, then baptism is something required of that person and cannot be
reduced to anything less than this. Commandments need only to be obeyed, not questioned or
interpreted.
The act of baptism is not, however, a mere act of commandment-keeping. It is an
illustration of spiritual resurrection, spiritual redemption, and the hope for a future with God.
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Baptism is nearly always mentioned (from Acts 2 forward) in direct connection with forgiveness,
union with Christ, identity with Christ, membership in Christ’s spiritual church, cleansing of the
human conscience (from the guilt of sin), and calling upon the name of God for salvation. Every
time a Christian partakes of communion (the Lord’s Supper) he is reminded of the day of his
conversion when his sins were forgiven because of Christ’s atoning death on the cross. In
having died with Christ, the believer now lives with Him; in having died to sin, the believer now
lives to God. The great transaction of when he became a “new creature” (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:17)
was not merely something he felt in his heart, but was a real and historical event. Having died
with Christ in baptism, the believer can now know that he will receive eternal life according to
God’s promises (cf. 1 John 5:13).
There are not a variety of “faiths” or gospels taught in the New Testament, but only one.
Likewise, there is only “one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5) that is required of you, not several, and
not one of several. We cannot all claim “One gospel!” but have different (and contradictory)
practices of that gospel. Likewise, we cannot all claim “One baptism!” but have different (and
contradictory) practices of or beliefs about baptism. One author writes, “If a church’s practice is
different from the practice of the church in the New Testament, it is likely that its doctrine is also
different from first-century Christianity.” He means this in an ideal sense, as when the early
Christians actually did what they were instructed. But the point still remains: variant practices
will not legitimately arise from a singular instruction.
Believers are not divided on every biblical subject, however. On several significant
points, most of those who call themselves Christians are in agreement. We know that we have
sinned against God; we also know that God has provided in His Son the remedy for the selfinflicted sabotage of our spiritual well-being. We know that we need Christ’s redemption, and
that our redemption is ultimately secured through His blood offering on the cross. In other
words, we know that we need to be saved, and that this salvation is not predicated upon what we
do for God, but what God does for us. We all teach about the grace of God, and we all believe
that those who trust in that grace we will be with the Lord in the hereafter.
It is at this point that we begin to diverge in our beliefs, and baptism is a key part of that
divergence. On one hand, most will be willing to admit the significance of baptism. One
denominational author, for example sums this up well: “We can agree that baptism is
commanded by our Lord Jesus Christ … and thus should never be treated as trivial. Put simply,
baptism is important, and this is why we must be serious about it: baptism is bound up with
Christ and his gospel, and this connection makes it important for all who wish to be faithful to
Jesus.” Yet, while most people understand baptism itself to be “important,” many of these also
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believe that the necessity, timing, and method of baptism are not important or are deemed
altogether expendable.
Some believe that, since God’s grace is what saves us, therefore we need to do nothing in
order to save ourselves. Others believe that God’s grace leads us to having faith in Him, rather
than the obedience of our faith being that which initiates the salvation of our souls. Thus,
baptism is not designed to call upon the name of the Lord, but is something done after one has
already been “saved.” Others believe that they were saved when they called upon Jesus for
salvation, but that this calling did not involve any “works” on their part. And there are many
who simply listen to the words of their pastors and clergymen rather than reading the New
Testament themselves.
Part of the problem, then, is that not everyone is coming to the table empty-handed, so to
speak. Instead, many strive to defend their predetermined traditional practice or persuasion of
belief. The Baptist, for example, seeks to defend the Baptist position concerning baptism. He
cites Scripture, he argues passionately, he believes sincerely. Despite this, he comes to the
table—and plans to leave from the table—as a Baptist, and not as an objective student of God’s
Word. The Catholic defends infant baptism because he is a Catholic, not because of what is
written in the New Testament (because there is nothing written of this in the New Testament).
The Mormon defends his “baptism for the dead” (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:29) because that has
become a doctrinal practice of Mormonism. The Presbyterian begins his approach as a Calvinist,
and thus is already convinced of the Doctrine of Predestination before he ever dives into the
doctrine of baptism.
Someone will argue, of course, that I am coming to the table with my own religious
baggage and bias. In the sense that I am human, I cannot help but do this. But must we defend
baptism (or any other subject of the gospel of Christ) in the context of a certain religious
affiliation, or is it possible to understand baptism as God revealed it to us in His Word? It is my
firm belief that baptism can and must be understood objectively, not in the existing framework of
one’s personal beliefs or denominational system. Otherwise, the very definition of “Christian”—
and thus, being “born of God”—is reduced to each person’s opinion of what this means and how
it is achieved. We can call this religion if we want to, but it is not the Christianity that Paul and
others preached in the beginning. We cannot claim to be keepers of the New Testament pattern
while simultaneously ignoring or violating it.
Baptism is not expected of people after they have been born of God. Rather, the New
Testament instructs those who are not born of God how to become born of Him—that is, how to
become Christians. This instruction also expounds upon this subject in order for those who are
Christians to better understand their fellowship with Christ in light of their baptism. This better
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knowledge is then expected to be taught by believers to those who have yet to obey God. The
entire gospel message was written not to make a person a denominationalist, nondenominationalist, or (as is increasingly popular) “un-denominationalist.” It was written so that
we can put our faith—and thus, our souls—in the hands of God’s Son for the purpose of “eternal
life” (cf. John 20:31).
My own “position,” if it can be called a position at all, is simply this: God’s Word
trumps all man-made or denominational teachings, regardless of what they are, who came up
with them, how long they have been around, or how earnestly they are maintained. If God
requires believers to be baptized in order to become Christians, then this must be the clear and
inescapable conclusion of His revealed Word, this is what must be taught by all those who
represent Him, and this will be what I defend. (The same must be true if God does not require
believers to be baptized.) Upon examination of the evidence, I am confident that the honest and
sincere person will come to a clearer understanding of God’s teaching on salvation—and the role
of baptism in that salvation. If one truly wishes to be born of God, then he or she will discover
how this is to be done by following the apostolic pattern of the New Testament.
What you believe about God and your relationship with Him must be based upon His
revealed truth if indeed you wish to be “approved” by Him (cf. 2 Timothy 2:15). A belief system
that is based on anything else will lead to spiritual ruin. Thus, whatever you believe—regardless
if you are presently in agreement with me or not—I respectfully challenge you to examine the
biblical evidence for yourself and see how your own beliefs compare to what God actually
teaches. If you are truly a believer, then you will choose to comply with whatever God has said.
Jesus Himself said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15). This is as
true with commandments concerning baptism as it is for anything else for which He has
instructed us.
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